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St. Lawrence County Open Burning Awareness Campaign Summary

Background:

• Planning staff had done a 
roadside survey of burn barrels in 
non-village portions of the 
County in 1993

• 48.2% of residences were 
observed to have burn barrels

• Staff extrapolated the existence of 
more than 10,000 burn barrels in 
the County
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Background, cont’d:
• EMC members discussed 

open burning issues over 
time

• EMC proposed that the 
Board of Legislators 
support state initiatives to 
ban open burning (2000, 
2003)

• EMC participated in Ag 
Plastics Disposal Project 
(2000)

Earth Day 2K – Waste Plastic 
Sculpture Competition

Held at Ogdensburg Transfer Station
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Background, cont’d:
• In 2001, BOL asked for a summary of open burning 

regulations in communities within St. Lawrence Co. and for 
counties across the state.
– Planning staff found that within St, Lawrence County, 33% of 

communities (54% of population) have local regulations
– Staff found that 7% of counties (15% of population) outside of DEC 

Regions 1 & 2 had regulations about burning

• In 2002, BOL asked the EMC and County Planning Board to 
“develop a range of educational awareness alternatives to 
convey information on the hazards of open burning”
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Campaign Elements:
• A joint committee 

developed a proposal for  
an educational campaign;  
proposed cost:  $32, 850.

• Another roadside survey 
was conducted in 2002:
– 48.1% of non-village 

residences were observed to 
have burn barrels 

• Phone surveys measured 
attitudes about open 
burning in 2003 and in 
2005
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Campaign Elements, cont’d:

Four audiences were targeted:

– Children

– Seniors

– Agricultural Community

– Rural residents
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Campaign Elements, cont’d:

• For children:
– Poster Competition in 

conjunction with Earth Day 2003
– Conservation Field Days at 

Indian Creek Nature Center
– Distribution of materials to Boy 

Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H groups
– Temporary tattoos distributed at 

various events
– Small grant program for teachers

Award-winning poster drawn by 
Drew Winter, Ogdensburg
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Campaign Elements, cont’d:

• For seniors:
– Radio ads
– Paid newspaper ads
– Letters to the editor
– Presentations at events
– Posters distributed at doctors’

offices
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Campaign Elements, cont’d:

• For ag community:

– Staff met with Ag & 
Farmland Protection 
Board

– Staff met with Farm 
Bureau

– Distributed information 
on dioxins, other 
hazards



St. Lawrence County Open Burning Awareness Campaign Summary

Campaign Elements, cont’d:

• For rural residents:
– Billboards
– Radio ads
– Open Burning Web site
– Newspaper ads
– P&C grocery bags with 

printed messages
– Bumper stickers
– Posters in public places 

(Town halls, libraries, 
etc.)
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Survey Results:  
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Survey Results:  
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Survey Results:  



St. Lawrence County Open Burning Awareness Campaign Summary

Survey Results:  
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Survey Results:  

Planning staff work with
sixth-graders at 

Indian Creek Nature Center 
Conservation Field Day
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Survey Results:  

Award-winning poster 
by Bridget Barr, 

Ogdensburg
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Survey Results:  
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Award-winning poster 
by Chad Richardson, 

Ogdensburg
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Award-winning 
poster by Nicole 
Gilbert, 
Ogdensburg
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For further information, please contact: 
St. Lawrence County Environmental Management Council:

48 Court Street

Canton, NY  13617-1169

315-379-2292

315-379-2252 (fax)

www.co.st-lawrence.ny.us

Planning@co.st-lawrence.ny.us


