St. Lawrence County Recreational Trails Advisory Board Meeting
St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators Chambers 
 

DRAFT Minutes for October 18, 2011
 

Present:  Dawn Howard, Roger Bennett, Wm Swafford, Walt Paul, Warren Irwin, Deb Christy, Tom Ortmeyer, Stanley Hewlett, Bill Dashnaw, Art Wilson, Schyler Shea, Kermit Blanchard, Scott Sutherland, Dave Irish, Judy Wendt, Spencer Thew, Danny Collins, Henry Ford, and Erik Backlund.
Guests:  Pat Whalen and Charles Schloer. 
 

Excused:   Tony Arquiett. 
 

1.   Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Roger Bennett.  

 

2.   Quorum present.
      3.   Walt Paul moved and Bill Swafford seconded to approve the Minutes with a change to item 7d.  This should be changed from “there is no outlet” to “there were no outlets”.  Add “Easements may open possibilities.” All were in favor.   

4.   There was no guest speaker. 
5.   Reports of Committees:

a. Executive – Roger Bennett.  
-      Roger Bennett reported that there’s a new grandbaby in his family.

b. Board of Legislators – Alex MacKinnon, Scott Sutherland, and Tony Arquiett.

                       -      Scott Sutherland said the BOL is in the same place as last month. 
c. Oversight – Tom Ortmeyer and Kermit Blanchard.  
·       Tom Ortmeyer tried to get a hold of the gentleman in Brasher Falls re non-motorized trails on private land.  He would like a phone number.
d. Finance and Insurance – Dawn Howard.   No report.
e. Grant Search – Judy Wendt.   No report.
f. Enforcement, Safety, and Education – Judy Wendt.  No report.
·  Deb Christy would like to get some articles in the paper before the snowmobile season starts.  There will be Groomer training 11/2 at the Colton High School. 
g. SEQR – Alex MacKinnon and Erik Backlund.  Erik Backlund had no report.
6.   Unfinished Business.  
a. Bill Dashnaw had a small number of copies of a Draft Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement to handout.  This is not for distribution – it is a draft for proof reading only.  He will e-mail to all tomorrow.  After it is sent out, Bill Dashnaw will revise the time line.
b. Judy Wendt asked for a report from the folks who attended the Franklin Co. Trails meeting.  Deb Christy reported that per Bob Diehl, the Lewis & Jefferson Co. November agendas will include Rails to Trails.  Art Wilson said the Franklin Co. meeting was small.  Most of the attendees were from Clinton Co.  Chastity Miller did a great job and has lots of enthusiasm.  They are also meeting again tonight.  Deb Christy said they have formed a not for profit organization. Clinton Co has done this and Franklin Co is in the process of doing it.  They will then work on 501c3 status.  Should we do this?  Judy Wendt said we will work under the auspices of the County.  Bill Dashnaw suggested the SWCD could hold an account. 
c. Bill Dashnaw reported on a headline about a Lewis Co. bridge being shutdown because it was unsafe.  We don’t want this to happen.  We need to work through channels and procedures.  Judy Wendt suggested that once we build our foundation, another group could take over the trail system, but that we should be grateful to the County for giving us a head start.  Bill Dashnaw said that he has a legal public safety responsibility.  Kermit Blanchard asked if this extended even to bridges on private property and the answer was yes.  Pat Whalen said the DEC works under the same principal.  Bill Dashnaw will forward the article to everyone tomorrow.  Judy asked about advice from national groups.  Bill Dashnaw replied that we need to know what regulations groups are quoting.  Stan Hewlett asked if logger’s bridges were to spec.  Pat Whalen replied not on private land.  Deb Christy asked if bridges are under DOT regulations.  Bill Dashnaw said if they are County owned bridges then yes, they are.  Kermit Blanchard asked about spur trails.  Bill Dashnaw said if it is a County designated trail, then yes, all regulations must be met.  Spence r Thew asked for clarification on the difference between a highway bridge and a recreational bridge for criteria and scour protection.  Bill Dashnaw replied that if it is a public bridge, then we don’t know what will cross it.  There is usually a 3 ton minimum.  Anything over 25 feet has to be inspected.  No scour on County bridges.  Walt Paul expressed a concern over DOT standards increasing.  He asked if the DOT does inspections on private land.  Bill Dashnaw said no, but the trail is County owned.  Schyler Shea asked if it is the DOT, is the same point system used.  Bill Dashnaw said he needs to talk to the DOT.  Scott Sutherland asked if we knew the number of bridges.  Bill Dashnaw and Pat Whalen were not sure.
d. Tom Ortmeyer talked about the Lake Placid to Tupper Lake corridor.  Individuals wishing to support this can sign up via e-mail.  The group is looking for 1000 people to support extending the trail.  It may be extended to Tupper Lake and Old Forge also.  ATVs are not mentioned, but we should make it a point to open this.  On Friday at 5:00 PM there will be a briefing at the Wild Center.    Tom Ortmeyer will forward info to all.   Judy Wendt doesn’t think opening to ATVs will happen.  The federal government controls all RRs.  If abandoned by the operator, another group may step in for recreational purposes. This needs to be done right away to maintain the corridor. Some deeds have reversion right to the landowners.  Each and every one needs to be researched.   Contact Rails to Trails.  If Rail Banked we, may have to give back a section at some point in time.  Bill Dashnaw reported that when the Ogdensburg short line was abandoned, it was offered to municipalities who turned it down.

e. Walt Paul asked if we had any word from the DEC in Albany re crossing state land.  Bill Dashnaw said no. 
7.   New Business. 
             a.   Bill Dashnaw said a crossing at the base of Rainbow Falls is out because it is steep.  There may be a possibility at the other end by Blake.  Kermit Blanchard suggested there may be an option to go around on the road.  Deb Christy said there may be one point where the grade is acceptable in 5 miles.
             b. Walt Paul e-mailed discussion on UMPs.  There may be options at Carry.
           c.   Kermit Blanchard asked what the Oversight Committee can do at this point in time.  Bill Dashnaw suggested looking at parking and kiosk locations.  He will get back to the group. 
d. Art Wilson asked if we had Goldmine Trail info for this winter.  Deb Christy is working with Currans on this issue.  Currans are considering what to do.  

e. Bill Dashnaw said that the IDA hired the Highway Dept to fix the big washout in Fine.  Art Wilson asked if they were fixing the two smaller washouts, but Bill Dashnaw didn’t know about them.
  8.  Announcements.  Bill Dashnaw would like more info on the White Rd in Claire.
9.    Next Meeting is 11/15/11 at 7:00 PM in the Board of Legislators chambers.  
10. Hearings and Comments.  Kermit Blanchard and Walt Paul asked to be excused from the next meeting.
11.  Warren Irwin made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Stan Hewlett.  All were in favor.     Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
Minutes by Dawn Howard

