St. Lawrence County Recreational Trails Advisory Board Meeting
St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators Chambers 
 

DRAFT Minutes for September 20, 2011
 

Present:  Dawn Howard, Roger Bennett, Wm Swafford, Walt Paul, Warren Irwin, Deb Christy, Tom Ortmeyer, Stanley Hewlett, Bill Dashnaw, Art Wilson, Schyler Shea, Alex MacKinnon, Kermit Blanchard, Scott Sutherland, Dave Irish, Tony Arquiett, Judy Wendt, Spencer Thew, Danny Collins, and Erik Backlund.
Guests:  Pat Whalen, Russell Martin, Charles Schloer, Matt Revenaugh, Lucy Lucas, and John Manson.  
 

Excused:  Henry Ford and Bill Lutz. 
 

1.   Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Roger Bennett.  

 

2.   Quorum present.
      3.   Art Wilson moved and Warren Irwin seconded to approve the Minutes. All were in favor.   

4.   There was no guest speaker. 
5.   Reports of Committees:

a. Executive – Roger Bennett.  Roger Bennett read a resignation letter from Mark Martin 
b. Board of Legislators – Alex MacKinnon, Scott Sutherland, and Tony Arquiett.

· Alex MacKinnon reported that the County Attorney had drafted a local law to open more County parcels.  This may be enacted after the SEQR is taken care of.  The group will need to review for accuracy.  The next step would be to look at the roads involved.  
· Alex MacKinnon said the Trail Coordinator position was discussed at the Finance Committee this month.  Casino money (~$1.5 million) is being held in escrow by the Native Americans because of a dispute.  The County needs to decide whether to budget this or not.
· Tony Arquiett thanked Alex MacKinnon and County Attorney Mike Crowe for the work done on the local law.  He hopes to see a Trail Coordinator position soon.  
· Scott Sutherland seconded what Tony Arquiett said and added that there is a BOL Finance Committee meeting next Monday.
c. Oversight – Tom Ortmeyer and Kermit Blanchard.  
·     Tom Ortmeyer had nothing to report.  

·     Kermit Blanchard reported that there had been a meeting that he missed re GEIS      comments.  
·     Tony Arquiett asked Tom Ortmeyer to review access with Dan Fennell who is in the Town of Brasher.
d. Finance and Insurance – Dawn Howard.   No report.
e. Grant Search – Judy Wendt.   Judy Wendt talked to Dan Parker at Brookfield re a program to fund a rescue unit to tow behind a sled or ATV.  Deb Christy will work with her on this.
f. Enforcement, Safety, and Education – Judy Wendt.
·  A meeting was held 8/29 on the public comments received.  She had a handout         with suggestions generated.

· DEC Police Lieutenant Matt Revenaugh was recognized.  He would like to see kid education programs added to the list. 

· Pat Whalen commented on what a nice list it was.  He will share with staff in    Watertown and Albany.
g. SEQR – Alex MacKinnon and Erik Backlund.  No report.
6.   Unfinished Business.  
a. Schyler Shea asked about the Snell Rd. abandonment in the Town of Colton.  Bill Dashnaw spoke to this. The Town asked him if he would be willing to move forward on qualified abandonment under the new rules.  There needs to be proof that this is a road.  Bill Dashnaw has not gotten a written request. There are no records on this road. 

b. Bill Dashnaw said no responses have been made to the public comments yet.  Some trails have to be traveled again.  He looked at some issues already on a trip with Pat Whalen.  Another trip is scheduled with the consultant.  The draft will be done about the first week of October, but they are still gathering info.  He will e-mail this draft to the group to review before it goes out.  We may need bigger equipment than we have on our list.  

c. Judy Wendt asked how firm the equipment list is.  Bill Dashnaw will pass to the committee before he does anything.  The Consultant needs to be paid first.  Bill Dashnaw would like to meet with the grant administrator and request an extension.  Then we can modify the equipment list and look at our gravel resource at the different pits.  Schyler Shea asked if we could use the money for rental of equipment.  Bill Dashnaw suggested we not rent what we may have available to us.  There is County equipment for three more months and we can do agreements with Towns later.  There is more room in the grant for in-kind work from the County. 

d. Judy Wendt asked if we could invite the Consultant to our meeting when they are done.  Bill Dashnaw said yes and suggested we invite them to a Board of Legislators meeting and invite all.  Judy Wendt also asked if we knew what their final bill would be and Bill Dashnaw said we have no figure yet.

7.   New Business. 
             a.  Walt Paul reported that he attended a Conservation Council meeting in Albany last week with the DEC Deputy Commissioner.  We need to craft some communication to the new Economic Development Councils.  There is $2 billion/year realized from the sporting community. Tell them what would help us.  Tony Arquiett said he had spoken to this at one Council meeting.
             b.  Walt Paul said the DEC Deputy Commissioner mentioned, in regards to a comment at a meeting, that the old ATV policy should be brought out and looked at.
           c.   Walt Paul asked if anyone knew if the Goldmine Rd/trail will be open because of logging and the bridge.  
d. Walt Paul talked about options for snowmobile trails on the East side of Carry Falls Reservoir.  He looked at the Raquette UMP.  The DEC took “no action response”.  There is no outlet because of private land.  Walt Paul suggested we look at easements.  Tom Ortmeyer asked if it was ok with the Board if the Oversight Comm. looked at this.  The consensus was to do so.  
e. Judy Wendt stated that we need reasonable methods to measure economic impact.  She asked the group to please think about this.  Walt Paul suggested this be communicated to the Economic Development Council.  Judy Wendt thought maybe we could get some students involved.  They could interview ATVers and businesses, etc.  Erik Backlund was asked about this.

f. Judy Wendt asked what the status of the DEC ATV policy was.  Do we have one or not?  It was reported that a draft needs more work.  A suggestion was made that with a new Governor, DEC Commissioner, and Deputy Commissioner that we get our foot in the door.   Tony Arquiett and Alex MacKinnon suggested that Judy Wendt do a resolution for the BOL re this.  
g. Judy Wendt reported that the meeting in Colton was disappointing.

8.   Announcements.  Roger Bennett mentioned that the Franklin Co. trails group info had been forwarded.  Art Wilson, Judy Wendt, and Deb Christy are planning on attending the meeting there next Mon. night.
9.  Next Meeting is 10/18/11 at 7:00 PM in the Board of Legislators chambers.  
10. Hearings and Comments.  Judy Wendt asked that there be enough copies of handouts for all Board members and that any handouts be attached to the minutes.
11.  Kermit Blanchard made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Walt Paul.  All were in favor.     Meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
Minutes by Dawn Howard

